
Chart 7
Variances (MGA Sections 237 – 239, HRM Charter 252 – 254)

If appealed, the clerk or 
Development Officer shall give 

seven (7) days written notice of the 
day set for Council's hearing of the 

appeal to all assessed property 
owners within 30 metres of the 

applicant's property.

An applicant may 
apply to the 

development Officer 
for a variance.

Development 
Officer Grants 

Variance.

Within seven(7) days of granting the 
variance, the Development Officer gives 
notice to all assessed property owners 

within 30 meters of the applicant's property.

The notice shall

(a) describe the variance granted;
(b) identify the property where the  variance

is granted; and
(c) set out the right to appeal to Council  the

decision of the Development Officer.

Within seven (7) days of receiving notice 
of refusal, the applicant may appeal the 
refusal by notifying the clerk.

Within 14 days of receipt of the 
notice, any notified property 

owner may appeal the decision 
to the Council.

Council upholds 
Development Officer's 
decision or refuses the 

variance.

Council upholds 
Development Officer's 
decision or grants the 

variance.

A variance may not be granted where the

(a) variance violates the intent of the Land-Use By-
Law;

(b) difficulty experienced is general to properties in the
area; or

(c) difficulty experienced results from an intentional
disregard for the requirements of the Land-Use By-
Law.

The notice shall

(a) describe the variance granted;
(b) identify the property where the

variance is granted; and
(c) set out the right to appeal to Council 

the decision of the Development
Officer.

Development 
Officer Refuses 

Variance.
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