
  First Reading
   Council gives notice of intention to   
adopt the documents and sets public 

hearing date.

Public Hearing

  Second Reading
   Council decides whether or not to adopt the 

documents

  Clerk sends four   certified copies to 

Director for review

Public Hearing Notice

Two ads in the newspaper - one in each of 
two successive weeks. First ad 14 days 

before hearing.

 Copy of first notice sent to abutting 
municipalities and villages affected by 

documents.

NOTE: Public participation must
be complete before first ad 

appears.

 Director reviews for: provincial interest, consistency with 
statements of provincial interest,conflict with the law, and 

with subdivision
regs

30 days maximum
 Director must complete the review within 30 days of 

receiving the certified copies

  Minister's Approval Not Required
Written notice from Director - two copies returned to clerk

Approve or Approve with Amendments
  Two copies returned to clerk

February,1999
Revised: September, 2020

Shaded boxes indicate that the process has come to an end. 
Sources:  (MGA sections 205, 206 and 208 ) (HRM  charter 220, 221 and 223.)

Chart 1 - Planning Documents Approval Process

  Refuse

Council 
Refuses

 60 days maximum

Documents must be approved or 
refused within 60 days or they 

are deemed approved

  Minister's Approval Required
 Written notice from Director

Clerk gives notice in newspaper- Documents come into effect on the date the notice is published




